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Q. What does LGBTQ stand for? Fill in the blanks, and choose the meaning.

L=( ] ( ) | (A) someone whose gender identity is different from the gender at birth.
G=1[ ] ( F ) | (B) someone who doesn’t know one’s own sexuality

B= [ 1 ( ) | (C) a woman who romantically likes a woman

T=[ ] ( ) | (D) someone who romantically likes both men and women

Q = [ Questioning ] ( ) | (E) someone who supports and stands up for LTBTQ people

*Ally ( ) | (F) a man who romantically likes a man

gender 3| gender identity B BT 2B 2N MS ot birth £FEMNAEED  sexuality HE%RE



Supreme court says surgery for gender change is unconstitutional

On October 25th, the judges of Japan’s Supreme Court (Dunanimously ruled that a law requiring
transgender people to undergo sterilization surgery in order to officially change their gender is
unconstitutional. How did this trial start? Why did the law require transgender people to undergo

surgery?

Japan’s GID Special Cases Act
In 2004, the special law for people with (2)GID(gender identity disorder) came into effect. Under the

law, if transgender people want to legally change their gender at birth on family registries and other official
documents, they must be diagnosed as having GID by at least two doctors. In addition,

1) They must be at least 18 years old.

2) They must be single, not married.

3) They must not have a minor child.

4) They must be sterilized.

5) They must have a body with parts that resemble the genital organs of their new gender.

The fourth and fifth provisions have been especially controversial, often criticized by international
rights and medical groups. The fourth and fifth provisions mean that if some people wish to change their
gender, they must have their original sex organs, including testes or ovaries, removed, which means they

need surgery. More than 10,000 Japanese have had their genders changed by having surgeries.

unconstitutional 2E®  unanimously 2B —%T rule ¥32¥ 3% sterilization surgery R FAi7
gender identity disorder B —f&ZE  come into effect EEI2%  legally &892 family registry P £&
minor KK E D be sterilized REFM %X 1%  genital organ/sex organ 4 5#E % provision &%
testes ¥5E  ovary I  kEALEE( )

Q1 10 H 25 H. &&E#IF, SAERICH L GEFEHRZH L £ Lz,

Q2 THODERZMOIFETE VIR 256, EMICAZEEZEALLEL £ .

unanimously = with the agreement of ( ) involved

Q3 THOOEWZHHT 2856, EMICAEEZELEL L ),
A person who has GID is feeling a sense of unease because of a mismatch between their

( ) sex and their gender identity(personal sense of their own gender).

Q4 FIVRVIVT—DANERLNDAL DM EEALVIGE B LIBINER SR VRGEEHALEILL),

Q5 Why are the fourth and fifth provisions often criticized?

Q6 How many people have succeeded in changing their genders under the law in Japan?

% ] [757&%t] Record Number of Transgender People Have Gender Identity Recognized

Y

in Japan in 2019 https://www.nippon.com/en/japan-data/h009 | | /
= 2004 FORBHUERE, bRV 22T —DEUISEDSWEATWBTLLI D



https://www.nippon.com/en/japan-data/h00911/

(@In 2019, a transgender man filed a lawsuit, saying that the law is unconstitutional, because it
restricts freedom. He said he wanted to change his gender, but didn’t want to be forced to have a surgery
to have his sexual organ removed. In that ruling, the supreme court said the law was constitutional
because the judges believe all the transgender people need to undergo surgery to reduce confusion in
families and society. However, judges in that case also raised human rights concerns, saying that the law
should be reviewed later.

This time again, @a transgender woman filed a lawsuit in 2020, saying the surgery requirement

forces a huge economic and physical burden and that it violates the constitution’s equal rights protections.
She has undergone hormone therapy for many years, but hasn’t undergone surgery to eliminate her
reproductive capability. Her request for a gender change has been denied by a family court and a high
court because of the lack of surgery.

@ On October 25th when she heard a historic decision that a law requiring surgery for a gender change
was unconstitutional, she was surprised. On the other hand, she was disappointed that a decision on

(®another surgery requirement has been delayed. The 5th provision requires transgender people to have

a physical appearance of the genitals of their new gender. The supreme court has requested a high court
to reevaluate this particular requirement. "I am very disappointed that my gender change will not be
realized at this moment," said the transgender woman living in western Japan, who was born as a man
and identifies as a woman.

file a lawsuit FEAE#RZT restrict /R 95 be forced to ~:3&#|AII~XE 545 human rights AHE
concern & HEIE reproductive £7EICETS  capability 8E4  genital 452  reevaluate HIHMET S
particular #E » requirement &K realize EEIES %k ( )

Q7 TN 2019 FEIFHFNERILAEIN VAV I —DBEMRIL. CIDEFEN L DI ETEELLRBRRNFELED,

Q8 ZDFAT . ERERKIZEDIILYERETLELAD . ZNIERETTH,

Q9 THOD 2020 FIHNERILEISVAY 2T — DL ML GID BHES L DLI % B TEELLRRE LD,

Q10 T#HRODLMIT>W\WT: What kind of efforts has she made to change her gender?

Q11 Who denied her request for a gender change?

Q12 When she heard the decision of the Supreme Court, what kind of mixed feeling did she have?

Q13 ®another surgery requirement (b 5 — 2D FHMDER) & ik, BARMWICMZRL £ 32,

(MR ZEEICFM ISR ED] THEDEBLY A TFMT 20 FEEOH I HEHIL
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5DXj8EX3FBQ



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5DXj8EX3FBQ

The top court acknowledged that the requirement of sterilization violates the Constitution's Article
13, which guarantees individuals' freedom from "invasion into their body against their will."

Yasuhiko Watanabe, a professor at Kyoto Sangyo University, said Japan's law was in line with global
standards when it first went into force, but it has since "fallen behind" as countries revised their own
requirements. Surgery to remove sex organs is not required in most of the 50 European and central Asian
countries that have laws on gender change. Sweden and the Netherlands abolished the sterilization
requirement in 2013, while Spain and Britain never mandated it when they put in place laws in the 2000s.
@ The Supreme Court decision is seen by some people as a step forward in stopping the suffering of
many transgender people who wish to officially change their gender. Meanwhile, conservative lawmakers
and some civic groups have expressed opposition to the decision.

Midori Miyama(ZEWLALY)), 61, a transgender woman, and a member of the group “Save Women’s
Space Japan”, says, “It is an abnormal decision.” Miyama was born as a man, and underwent surgery to
become a woman. She said transgender women like herself who have undergone surgery "have gained
trust from women and have been accepted by society by removing male genitals."

A lawyer Taro TakimotoG&Z KX ER) criticized the top court's decision, saying, "Its logic is based on
the idea that gender identity should be prioritized over the rights of others." Uno Ishigami(f_Eip73),
who represents “Save Women’s Space Japan”, said, “It could cause great confusion in society if anyone is
allowed to freely choose their gender without surgery.” Yoshie Nagoya(& & E&LLA) from Kanagawa, who
underwent surgery to become a woman last year, feared that the decision would lead to transgender

bashing.
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Ql4 BAREEEE ISFIAEEDTVETH,

Q15 How many countries have NOT required surgery to remove sex organs for gender change?

Q16 Who have expressed opposition to the Supreme Court decision?

Q17 Does Midori Miyama think a surgery is necessary for gender change or not?
QI8 ZFEWAHLYIAL . QIT DEIITEZEZDIL LETTH,

Q9 BAKBAELN  BREHHADOHREMHTEIOR. RETT D,

Q20 BLPHIAIE FMELTHEINEZEEASNSZLIIODVWTEDLIREREEZIEFELTVETH,

Q21 IRV —DNEHBRILAIAIE AEBELTVETD,
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KSb_VOWbRik

E3 )
(1) "HEEBROHICFHMIITLE) (REHEFIR) LW EROBWEZLHELL.

2) "MHEROIDICFMIILEL ) (REBHANORHER) LV EFROBMWEZLHILLD.

(3) Do you think that transgender people should undergo surgery for gender changes?

KRN e 3EIA LA T BEBLELLY,

1. Under the law, if transgender people want to change their gender, they must have their original
sex organs, including testes or ovaries, removed, which means they need surgery.

2. The judges of Japan’s Supreme Court unanimously ruled that the law is unconstitutional.

3. Atransgender woman says the surgery requirement forces a huge economic and physical burden.

4. Alawyer Taro Takimoto criticized the decision, saying "Its logic is based on the idea that

gender identity should be prioritized over the rights of others."

D ZDERIBWTUL DU RV 2T — DA 2B A IFNIE FBECIRELED L HESITTHS
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2) BADREHHFAOKAEEIL TOERIIEZERLL. 2E—RTHREHLIL,
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4)BAKERFELIL (CORBIE MO TATTATA—HMbBEDHERLYBEBINZLVIF L HICEDW
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ROXEENZFZLELLD,
DAEER 0 ICABRETRINIL,

[ by/stolen / my bike / yesterday / I/ someone / had /. ]

2) FAIBAB . BEY->TH 5528 Y,

I'm going to [ my /cut/hair/have ] tomorrow.

) FFEIZ.RIIAGVWRF 2 ESTEL->TWS,

We're [ painted / our house / having / white J].

4) S EBMEERLTL o0 IR SR\,

[ machine / my/to/ have / I/ washing / repaired / need / . ]



